Higganum Vision Group Visual Preference Overview

During the Higganum Vision Group’s debut in April, attendees were asked to look at twenty-one photos of various community settings and “vote” for those they liked and disliked. This “visual preference” exercise promotes community input into what residents would like their town to look like and NOT look like - essential information for planners to consider. The votes ( or ) were most strongly consistent amongst the following samples and include people’s comments.

The NEGATIVE










All about cars; repetitive; uninviting; stark; foreboding; ugly; lack of landscaping - hard edges; nowhere for people to meet 








All tar and driveways; suburban sprawl; not distinctive-no identity; could be “anywhere USA”; poor landscaping; no sidewalks 













Low brow, not prosperous; cars in front; flat roof on level; shabby; car-oriented;
intimidating to pedestrians; dangerous/difficult for cars to maneuver; unappealing;
overhead wires


Familiar; convenient; not chain stores








Ugly; redundant; car-oriented; confusing entrance; pretentious


Plenty of parking; no overhead wires; looks new and well-maintained; old-fashioned lights











Fast food/chains; too many driveways; dangerous to pedestrians; overhead wires; road too wide


Services available



The POSITIVE





Good balance of buildings and nature; skewed street pattern; sense of community; takes advantage of natural assets; covered bridge; river










Beautiful park & brook; trail along brook; inviting; a place to gather; highlights an asset


Lawn maintenance








Visually appealing; attractive but not too expensive looking; genuine materials; has a bike path; sense of community; porch conducive to socializing; trees - interesting landscaping; personalized gardens



No specific comments










Friendly; convenient; walkable; looks like a main street; variety; clean; nice signage; trees; awnings; flower boxes; brick margin on sidewalk


Concrete sidewalk
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